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[1. NAME

f{
FOR NPS USE ONLY

6Q-05-2U-0017 .5/gJ./6?

Glasgow Public Library

lewis Library
|2. LOCATION

CITY OR TOW

Northwest corner, Karket and Fourth streets

Glasgow

llissourj. 2k. Howard 089

3. CLASSIFICATION

H 

U

Q Building gg 

Q Structure Q] 

ob . ec)

Pubiie 

Privat. 

Both

Public Acquisition:

1" P'oce.l Q 

B<i"» Confider.d D

Occupied E3 

Unoccupied D 

Preiervotion work

Reltricted [3 

Unrestricted Q

PRESENT USE (Chock One or More aa Appropriate)

Agriculture! Q Government Q Park Q Transportation Q Comments

Commerciol Q Industrial Q Private Residence D Other (spaclly) Q Pllhlir.

Educotional fi$ Military Q Religious Q ___________^_ T.ihr^-py

Entertoinment Q_ Museum Q Scientific Q ________________ __________

[3

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NERS NAME:

UJ 

Ul

Levris Library Association

CITY OR TOW

Glasgow
5.; LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Mssonr-i 2).

STREET AND NUMBER:

Officfi of Recordar of Deerfs, Howard County CniiT-t-.housa

CITY OR TOW

Favette Missouri 6?2li8 21i

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

leSS than OH6

Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue

State Historical SocietT of Missouri

Corner t H^tt and Lm-rry st-rpp-hs
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia Missouri 65201 -2li_
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AND/OR HISTORIC:

Lewi s Idbrarv

• Public Library

tOCATtPN

CITY OR TOW

Northwest corner. I-krket and Fourth streets

Glasgow

Missouri 2h

COUNTY:

Howard 089

CATEGORY 

(Check One)

Di.trict n Building £J 

Sit* fl Structure Q

Ob|«ct Q

u

OWNERSHIP STATUS

Public 

Private 

Both

Q 

Q

Public Acquisition:

In Process Q 

Being Considered D

Occupied E 

Unoccupied D

Preservation work 

in progress Q

TO THE PUBLIC

R»stricf»d £3

Unrestricted Q

No: D

Agricultural Q Government Q Park Q Transportation

Commercial Q Industrial Q Private Residence Q Other (Specify)

Edwcotionol [2 Military Q Religious Q ^ _________

Entertainment O Museum Q Scientific Q ______________

Comments 

PnrVHn

T-»i.b!rVr-ry

PROPeRTY

OWNERS NAME:

UJ

UJ

Lewis Library Association

CITY OR TOWN:

Glasgow
fcEOAL DESCRIPTION

Office of Recorder of Deeds, Howard County Con-rhhoiiRft

CITY OR TOWN:

Favette Missouri 6?2h

llff ||pf A'tlON fN EXISTING SURVEYS

leSS than On6

TltLE OF SURVEY:

__^____Missouri Historic oites Catalogue
Y: 1?63 Federal PI Stat County Q Loi

ilTORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

State Historical Society of Mi
STREET AND NUMBER

-Corner. Hltt and Lm-rn/ streets
CITY OR TO

Coluufcia

STATE:

Mis sour-?



CONDITION

INTEGRITY

(Check One) 

Excellent EJ Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated Q

(Check One) 

Altered (*£) Unaltered Q M

Ruins

oved D

a Unexpoied

(Check One) 

Original S

a

to £3

Lewis Library building is of Italianate design, a late 

nineteenth century style well-characterized in this building 

in the round-arched windows and doors, the accentuated 

quoins, the belt course dividing first and second floors, and 

the high bracketed cornice with its broad overhang.

The building is two stories high and constructed of brick 

with cast iron columns for interior support. The exterior 

walls are presently painted yellow. Cornice, trim, and brick 

quoins are painted white.

Main entrance (south) is a handsome variation of the Palladian 

motive having triple round arches. The large central arched 

opening extends the full height of the first floor from top 

of foundation course to the belt bour 3. It is flanked by 

lesser arched openings. A wrought iron gate encloses all 

three arched openings of this entrance. This triple arched 

main entrance opens into a vestibule with curving iron stair 

cases to left and right which give access to the second 

floor. A subsidiary door with arched transom light at north 

end of building's east wall is presently used as main public 

entrance.

All window openings are round arched with brick caps and stone 

sills. All windows have double-hung four over four light sash 

framed in wood.

One old view of the building shows a large peaked tower over 

the major part of the south third of the building. (T. Berry 

Smith and Pearl Sins Gehrig, History of Chariton and Howard 

Counties, Topeka, Indianapolis!Historical Publishing Co., 

1923, p. 3lu ) Tower was removed at unknown date.

Library interior has original walnut bookcases, desks and chairs 

in the reading room.

Vihen constructed (1866) the first floor was used as a lecture 

hall by Lewis College (1867-1869) and the library was on the 

second floor. At present, both floors are used as a public 

library.

Building was formerly surrounded by a cast iron fence on a 

stone wall base. This fence survives intact on the building's 

front side (south). Only a few sections of iron remain standing 

on the building's east side, none on north or west. Stone wall 

base still surrounds the building.

The building is presently well maintained and preserved in 

excellent condition.
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The primary significance of the Lewis Library derives both from 

its initial and continuous use as a library building, 1866 to 

present, and from its architectural form, which is a splendid 

example of the Italianate style in Missouri.

The building was designed by architect John Aldridge. (John A. 

Bryan, Missouri's Contribution to American Architecture, St. Louis, 

Wo.: St. Louis Architectural Club, 1928," P« 53.)

This library is also the oldest Missouri library in continuous 

use.

Colonel Benjanin W. Lewis, a prosperous tobacco merchant, be 

queathed "10,000 for its establishment. By virtue of this 

endowment, the building is an outward expression of the prosperity 

of the Missouri River port city of Glasgow, during the steamboat 

era, ca. 181.0-1890.

Benjamin W. Lewis came to Missouri in 1831 and began working in 

a tobacco factory in Glasgow. By the time -of the Civil War, Lewis 

and his brother, James, were partners operating their own tobacco 

business. They employed more than £00 workers and shipped I,,000,000 

pounds of tobacco annually, sending large quantities to Europe. 

("Glasgow's 75-Tear-Old Lewis Library was Built with Tobacco 

Profits", Fayette, Democrat-Leader, January 9, 191,2.)

When the Confederate Army captured Glasgow in 1861,, Benjamin 

Lewis, a Union sympathizer, was taken prisoner and beaten severely. 

A ransom was paid for his release but the injuries he suffered 

caused his death two years later. (Missouri Historical Review, 

Vol. 14,, pp. 1,30-1,31.)

In his will, Benjamin Lewis left $10,000 for a public library to 

be managed by a board of trustees appointed by the Methodist 

Episcopal Church. The library vras built in 1866 at a cost of 

§26,000. In 1867, the Lewis College and Library Association was 

organized to manage the library and newly formed college. Between 

186? and 1869 the first floor of the Lewis Library was used as
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LEWIS LIBRARY

a lecture room for the college's 11(0 students. The college 

moved to a different location when the library building be 

came too srall to house both library and lecture room. The 

lecture hall was also used regularly for community lectures, 

a nineteenth century communication medium that lost its 

prominence with the advent of radio and television. (Kenneth 

Westhues, The Dream of Thirteen fen, Glasgow, The History 

of Glasgow, Founding to Present. Glasgow: The Glasgow Lions 

Club, 1966, pp. 52-514.)
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1. Bryan, John Albury. Missouri's Contribution to American
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isMepGRAPHICAL DATA    - '"   :'.-'. : .'.-..' :   .    v '. -..   '-^-UV: \': ! : : :.' ":'v^..::{ ^" 'S^S^f'

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW o . . o 

NE o . . o , . 

SE o . . o 

SW o , . o

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF

LATITUDE LO

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees ft

39  13' 3lT 92 

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

NAME AND Tl TLE:

M. Pat.-Hpia TTolmos, R sGarch Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION l^ggo^i gtate park Board

State Historical Survev and Planning Office May '
STREET AND NUMBEB. p>0> Box ^ g

1?0)| .Tfifffirsdn Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Jefferson Citv
«1S**JE LIAISON OFFICER CERMiCAttGN :,'; S"t. 7

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

- evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Qg State Q Local O

Name

Joseph Jaeger, Jr. 

Title Director, Missouri State Park

Board, and Missouri State Liaison 

Officer
Date

STATE

Missouri 65101

NGITUDE
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50' 36 "

CODE
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CODE

CODE

?. 1969

CODE

2U
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date
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Keeper of The National Re 

Date
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